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Introduction

• Farm to school (F2S) programs are initiatives participated in by 
schools with the intent to promote healthy lifestyle choices and 
introduce agricultural practices into schools (Becot et al., 2017; 
Christensen et al., 2019). 

• Common F2S activities include: 
o Farm field trips 
o School gardens 
o Tasting demonstrations 
o Local food procurement

• Economic impacts and contribution analyses of F2S programs have 
become a popular strand of literature in recent years. After reviewing 
this literature, it can be concluded that F2S programs: 
o Have modest impacts on the local economy
o Impact other sectors in the local economy 
o Increase output produced in an economy 

Objectives 

• During the 2013-2014 school year, there were 216 programs 
implemented throughout the state. Parishes with the highest 
concentrations of F2S programs were: 
o Jefferson: 79 programs 
o Orleans: 55 programs 
o Terrebonne: 33 programs

Data

• We use 2015 Farm to School Census (F2S Census) data, a national 
survey  conducted by the USDA (2013 & 2015) to report regarding 
schools’ ideas, interest, and implementation history of F2S programs. 

• The main differences between the 2013 and 2015 Census include: 
o Inclusion of private, charter, residential childcare institutions, 

and other non-school-based sites participating in the NSLP 
(USDA website). 

o 79% increase in response rate 
o 85% increase in the number of schools participating 
o 248% increase in the number of programs implemented 
o 467% increase in number of schools planning to participate 
o 40% increase in the number of non-participants 

• Moreover, we used data and reports from the F2S National Program 
for Louisiana. 

F2S in Louisiana

• This study documents the presence of F2S programs in Louisiana and 
its components.

• Provide information on the intensity of F2S programs, activities, and 
socioeconomic related indicators relevant to the impact of F2S 
activities.

Observations

• F2S programs are slowly gaining popularity throughout Louisiana. 
Programs are currently primarily located in the southeastern portion 
of the state and targeted towards young children, ages 3-11. 

• During the 2013-2014 school year, serving locally produced foods in 
the cafeteria was the most common F2S program activity 
implemented in school districts, with 38% of school districts serving 
local foods in the cafeteria. 

• Additionally, issues pertaining to producer bidding on school districts’ 
contracts prevented some schools from participating in F2S 
programs.
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